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GENTLEMEN, 


HE neceſſity of building a place of 


worſhip for the accommodation of 
thoſe, my pariſhioners, who are ſituated in 
St. Paul's-ſtreet, Portland-ſtreet and the 
neighbourhood of Cotham, was as obvi- 


ous to me, as it ever could have been to 
B the 
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the proprietors of the new Chapel where- 
in you officiate. The inconvenient diſ- 
tance from the pariſh Church, and the 
impracticability of obtaining ſeats at Red- 
land, were circumſtances of becoming re- 
gret, to thoſe who hold religious aſſem- 
bly in reverence and eſteem; It was 
painful to me, that they ſhould want the 
opportunity, and ſo, be deprived of the 
privilege of public worſhip; which, not- 
withſtanding a late bold (*)attempt, to 
invalidate its expediency and propriety, 
is, what every ſerious mind feels an eſſen- 
tial part both of duty and of happineſs. 
My defire to remedy this evil, was ar- 
dent, and would have been effectual, un- 
der the ſanction of my much eſteemed 


Patrons and Friends, had not my judg- 


ment 


(+) Gilbert Wakefield's 'enquiry into the expedi- 


ency of public or ſocial worſhip, 


+ 
ment been ſuſpended by that ſpirit of in- 


fatuation which ſeems to prevail ſor build- 
ing, and the impoſſibility of fixing upon 
the moſt commodious ſituation, during 


the preſent uncertain temper of things. 


Captain Webb however, was more Zea- 
lous, or leſs cautious than myſelf. He 
ſaw, that the harveſt was plenteous 
and the labourers few.” He put in his 
ſickle and began the work, while I re- 


mained doubtful in regard to the ſeaſon. 


He ſecured a ſpot of ground, and imme- 
diately opened a ſubſcription for a Chapel. 
I give him credit for the motive by which 
he appeared to be influenced. The prin- 
ciple of conſulting and promoting the 
welfare of our fellow-creatures, is, cer- 
tainly, and at all times, praiſe worthy, and 
where it extends to their ſpiritual good, it 


is Heavenly: the Being that implants it 


will 


ES+; 


will bleſs and reward it. Wherever this 
principle actuates a man's conduct, I bid 
him God ſpeed ; in doing good to others 
he can do no harm to me, as the tempo- 
ral intereſt of an individual ſhould never 
be put in competition with the ſpirztual 
intereſts of a people. Notwithſtanding the 
deſign is effected, I do not, however, feel 
myſelf, in conſcience, exonerated from the 
charge of that part of my flock whom 
you have undertaken occafionally to in- 
ſtruct, There is a labour peculiar to the 
parochial miniſter, from which you do not 
releaſe him. The admiſſion of members 
into the Chriſtian Church, the ſolemni- 
zation of matrimony, the viſitation of the 
{ick, and the burial of the dead, are claims 
upon his time and attention which he 
dares not, and would not relinquiſh. Theſe 
eſſential parts of his ſacred office, it is 


therefore {till his duty to attend to. 
The 
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The ſubject of my letter then, can only 
relate to the ſervice of the Chapel, and on 


that account is with propriety addreſſed to 
the Miniſters of it. I am no bigot, nor 


can I think ſuch an accuſation could with 
juſtice be applied to me, unleſs my own 
heart very much deceives me. "Though a 
national Church appear to my mind as an 
inſtitution neceſſary for the preſent courſe 
of things; and though our Eſtabliſhment 
be what I admire, reſpect, and am tied 
to, with the bonds of love and gratitude; 
yet, I can ſee the Church of Chriſt EX = 
tending beyond thoſe borders, and can 
with chriſtian fellowſhip greet her mem- 
bers wherever I find them; conſcious 
of there being but one /þrritua? Church, 
whereof Jeſus Chriſt is the Head, and 
all are members who are united to him 
by faith, love and obedience. From 


this avowal, ſincerely offered, my remarks 


may, 
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may be received with greater candour. 
They are directed to the mode of your 
worſhip, which muſt be conſidered as an 
UNWARRANTABLE USURPATION. And 
here, J cannot but ſuſpect ſomething 
very defective in the principle. You muſt 
not be thought to compliment our 
Church, by wearing the ſacerdotal veſt- 
ments; the ſurplice, the band and the 
gown; you may, perhaps, be allowed to 
24mire the Liturgy, by reading the morn- 
ing and evening prayers, yet, if there 
were no dgſign, either in putting on the 
habit, or in uſing the form, let me only 
aſk you, why not follow the ſame plan 
at your Room in Broadmead? or why 
did not Mr. Weſley, in his Chapels 
throughout England and Ireland ? but, 
gentlemen, your de/ign 1s obvious; you 
make the form of our eſtabliſhment an 


allurement to procure a Congregation. 


You 
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You may think ſuch means commend- 
able, if they do but effect the end pro- 
poſed, namely, to engage attendants 
to the preaching of the goſpel——Here 
we widely differ becauſe you uſe wrong 
meaſures to promote a right end, thereby 
you leſſen the importance of that end, 
and make it, in a manner, ſubſervient to 
mean attempts. It 1s not poſſible for 
you to juſtify ſuch proceedings. You 
profeſs, (however, the followers of Mr. 
Weſley profeſſed) to be FRIENDS to the 
Church and Conſtitution. You do not 
full that character, while you act in 
direct oppoſition. A civil harmony is 
maintained between Church and State, 
and an infringement of the rights of 
either, is doing violence to both. Let 
me not be thought per/ona/—the matter 


ſtrikes me in a general view, and as 


pro- 


hs 
productive of conſequences by no means 


ſerviceable to the intereſts of Religion. 


You, gentlemen, in your charity are 
accuſtomed to limit the vices of the cler- 
gy to thoſe who wear the ſurplice and 
read the prayers, that is, to the clergy 
of the eſtabliſhed Church. But, accord- 
ing to your plan, the power of diſtinction 
will be loſt, and diſſenters habited in the 
ſame garb, will fall under the like cen- 
ſure. And, let me obſerve, if a pro- 
prietor of ground have nothing more to 
do, than, in purſuance of his own in- 
tereſt, or convenience, to reſerve a ſmall 
portion for a Chapel, and appoint a ſelf 
conſtituted Preacher, would there not 
be more danger of an inundation of vi- 
cious prieſts, than can be feared from 
the impoſition of hands and under Epiſ- 


copal juriſdiction ? 
Per- 
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Permit me to make ſome remarks in 
the next place on the alteration of the 
Liturgy. 


Some deviation you think neceſſary, 
that you may not be ſaid entirely, or 
exattly to conform. This is a meaſure 
which prudence compels you to adopt, 
and to which you muſt attend for your 
own ſecurity. There 1s however, a lit- 
tleneſs of mind diſcoverable in the man- 
ner of mutilation, for I muit conſider that 
in the light of fad mutilation which cuts 
off, or, if I may fo expreſs myſelf, diſ- 
members certain parts, to the injury, and 
not to the improvement, of the whole. 
You are told, if you make a ſmall altera- 
tion in the Church prayers, you are at 
liberty to uſe them. You have certainly 
the ſame authority, as for wearing the 
furplice. I apprehend a man may clothe 

C him— 
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himſelf in black'or in white, and deliver 
his lectures to the public, without be- 
ing amenable to the laws of the land, 
or the law of the Church. I ſay, you 
may do theſe things ; but you are more 
indebted to the lenity of the conſtitution, 
than to your own honeſt and good prin- 
ciples; and, let me further add, that un- 
der ſuch practices, it behoves you to be 
guarded againſt infringements, eſpecially 


infringements of the moſt ſacred and ſo- 


lemn rites. 


The alteration of the Liturgy has been 
a ſubject of much attention. Many wiſe 
heads, and I truſt good hearts, have taken 
that ſubje& into ſerious conſideration. 
The danger ariſing from innovation de- 
terred ſome, and the firm belief that it 


could not be improved, decided the opi- 
nion of others, 


The 


3 
The ordained Miniſters of the Church 


continue to uſe the prayers according to 
the original compilation, and I believe, 
not any alteration, however coincident 
with your wiſhes, would be, at all fa- 
vourable to your intentions, or afford 
greater allowance for you to uſe them, 
than is afforded under their preſent form. 


You muſt till alter in order to evade, — 


You might have cautiouſly avoided an 
exact conformity, and deceitfully helg the 
reputation of reading the book of com- 
mon prayer, without yielding to thoſe 
pitiful tricks which degrade the Chriſtian 
character. Suppoſe, for inſtance, (were 
you determined to uſe the Liturgy in 
ſpite of all order and conſcience) you had 
omitted the repetition of the Lord's pray- 


er, vou had been as much a Diſſenter ac- 


2 2 cording 
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cording to the law of the Church, () as 
though you did not uſe the Liturgy at all. 
But let me aſk, what could be your reafon 
for omitting the prayer for Biſhops and 
Clergy? I am left the more to wonder, 
ſince in your opinion, they, of all other 
characters, moſt need your devout ſuppli- 
cations, Was there no other part that 
could be judged a more proper deviation ? 
None throughout the whole, which could 
ſtrike you as more exceptionable ?—Par- 
don@ne, if I think this conduct very much 
beneath you—I am ſure upon ſerious con- 
ſideration you will determine it to be 
fto—You muſt condemn it, as a fort of 


prevarication, which ill ſuits ſo important 


a cha- 


(„) Many worthy and reſpectable Clergymen have 
given up their preferment, becauſe they could not 


in conſcience exactly conform to every part of the 


Liturgy. 


1 


a character, as that of a Preacher of righ- 
teouſneſs, and a Miniſter of the bleſſed Goſ- 
pel. But, it is not any particular point of 
deviation, which I would alone make the 
ſubject of my remarks; the motive by which 
you appear to be actuated, is what moſt 
ſtrikes my obſervation; which is, to in- 
fluence the minds of people with the 
perſuaſion, that they attend the eſtabliſhed 
Church, from which you allow your- 
ſelves to differ, only by name. But, while 
you attempt to impoſe upon their judg- 
ment, let me be permitted to preſerve 
them undeceived: for, in order to bring 
them to your wiſhed for ſtate of reconci- 
liatiop, they muſt % be affected with 
the inutility of all Church diſcipline ; 
Biſhops, Prieſts and Deacons, muſt fink 
into one inſignificant maſs, and the Li- 
turgy, if uſed, it muſt be made a matter 


of indifference by whom, or in What 


manner; 
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manner; by whom namely, by clergy 
or laymen, for the book of common 
prayer is placed upon your deſk, to be 
read by any who are invited, or may offer 
themſelves as volunteers to officiate—in 
what manner—for it is impoſſible it can 
be read alike by all. Men of the fame 
general principles have their particular 
ſcruples. So, for inſtance, one reader 
objects to the Litany, or that part of it 
wherein we beg of God to deliver us from 
e ſudden death, another, to that part 
of the Apoſtles creed wherein we confeſs 
our belief of Chriſt's “ deſcenſion into 
Hell,” a third, a fourth, or a hundred 
may put in their different objections, and 
the ſtated audience will find a new model 
of prayer, or a freſh reviſion of our ex- 
cellent Liturgy, on each aſſembly. This 
may remove indeed, that dulneſs and inft- 
pidity complained of, as prevailing under 
a form 
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a form; but, what will you ſay in regard 
to conformity to the Church? Where is 
that zealous attachment you ſo ſtrenuouſly 
and publickly boaſt of ? I know, and 
can prove, that it was the buſineſs of the 
proprietors of your Chapel, when ſolicit- 
ing ſubſcriptions, to win generoſity by 
the bait, the alluring bait, of friendſhip 
to the eſtabliſhed Church. 


Suffer me, gentlemen, to make ſome 
ſhort obſervation on the mode of preach- 
ing, and the doctrines you inculcate. I 
may here, perhaps, be more conciliated 
to your eſteem, than in the former part of 
my letter, I truſt you will receive the 
whole in the ſpirit of Chriſtian fellowſhip ; 
in that ſpirit, I am bold to affirm, it is 
written and addreſſed to you. 
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To preach memoriter, or, as it is com- 
monly (though improperly) called extem- 
yore, is ſufficient to put a man down 
for a methodiſt. I could never fall into 
that too general way of thinking, or in- 
to that rule of determination ; but con- 
ceive it to be a gift, with which few, 
very few, are truly endowed. Far be it 
ſrom me to cenſure thoſe who poſſeſs 
it. More pains muſt be taken to preach 
without notes, than to deliver a written 
diſcourſe; and 'though a man may feel as 
much in writing a ſermon, he never 
can expreſs himſelf as energetic in public. 
If, by extempore preaching, be meant a 
looſe and careleſs harangue, on a ſubject 
of the Goſpel, where the preacher has 
afforded himſelf no labour of enquiry, 
upon which, he has not ſuitably digeſted 
his thoughts, and thro' inability of expreſ- 
ton, tortures the feelings of his audience 


by 


by painful heſitation, or wretched tauto- 
logy,— this, muſt be condemned on all 
ſides; and even by thoſe who poſſeſs the 
moſt unconquerable diſlike to attend to 
the reading of a ſermon, It matters how- 
ever moiſt, not how you preach, but what 
doctrines you deliver. On is particular 
alſo, you profeſs yourſelves to be truly 
orthodox, and ſtaunch to the principles 


6 6.4 of the eſtabliſhed Church. You differ 


notwithſtanding, in ſome points. I am 
well acquainted with the principles of 
ARMENIANISM, and know wherein 
they diſagree, with the articles of our 
holy religion. A controverſy: reſpecting 
thoſe tenets has ſubſiſted for nearly a cen- 
tury, and ſhall not now preſumptuouſſy 
be entered into by me. To your ſetting 
forth the grand leading principles of 
chriſtianity, muſt be attributed the popu- 
larity you poſſeſs, and the good you 
D | do, 


« 


1 
do. () There is a ſuavity in the doc- 


trines of the goſpel, which engages the 

heart, and will never fail to inſure atten— - 
tion, wherever thoſe doctrines are deli- | ' 
vered with ſeriouſneſs, and in carneſt. 1 


Evangelical truths may not ſound harmo- 


nious in the polite ear, but will always 


be welcomed by thoſe who hunger ae 
thirſt after righteouſneſs; and, depend ui 


on it, they want no policy to make th 
palatable to thoſe, whoſe hearts they alli 
deſigned to affect. You do the cauſe of 
religion an injury, while you practice 


1 meaſures beneath its dignity. Wherefore, 


0 I moſt earneſtly recommend you, to avoid 
= 
| that ſervile imitation, which breeds diſguſt 
| 


in the minds of ſober, thinking people, 


and will incline them to conſtrue your 


| beſt intentions, into fad hypocriſy, ED 
| The = 
+ Y 
() The ſame opinion may be diſcovered in the * 
Biſhop of St. David's excellent Charge to his 


Clergy.— 292 c £14115 9. Ks. 
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1 
The Diſſenter, who withdraws himſelf 


from our communion for conſcience ſake, 


and who is pleaſed and contented: with. 
worſhipping God in his own way, and 
according to his own faith and opinions ; 
HE, is guilty of no ſort of mockery, 
goes on ſecurely under what muſt be con- 


ſidered a juſt toleration, while his charac- 


1 ter gains admiration, becauſe, (as J ſaid 
1 before,) be ſeparates for conſcience ſake. 
i Ts, is ce cafe with you, but far 
otherwiſe.—You are Diſſenters, according 
to the ſtricteſt ſenſe and meaning of the 
expreſſion ; and yet, you aſſume the cha- 


racter of Church-men, and of the clergy 


of the Church, in open defiance to all 


3 order, regularity, and diſcipline. If, 
"= al (hich n told is true) ſome of the 
F © members and principal members of your 
| own. age), have ſeriouſly expoſtulated 
a You on this conduct, have even 


threat- 


626 9 WY 
threatened to withdraw, Or it may be, 


have withdrawn from your connection 
you will the leſs wonder at an. addrei 


from me, for which I offer no apolog y. 


— 
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